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WHAT DOES RUBRIC MEAN?

The word rubric comes from the Latin word for red. 

The online Merriam-Webster dictionary lists the first meaning of rubric as

• "an authoritative rule" 

and the fourth meaning as

• "a guide listing specific criteria for grading or scoring academic papers, projects, or 
tests." 
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TWO TYPES OF RUBRICS

Analytic Rubric: 

• An analytic rubric presents a description of each level of achievement for each criterion, and 

provides a separate score for each criterion. Advantages: provides more detailed feedback on 

student performance; scoring more consistent across students and raters. Gives formative

feedback to students. Disadvantages: more time consuming than applying a holistic rubric.

Holistic Rubric: 

• A holistic rubric presents a description of each level of achievement and provides a single score 

based on an overall impression of a student's performance on a task (Carriveau, 2010). 

Advantages: quick scoring, provides an overview of student achievement, efficient for large 

group scoring Disadvantages: does not provided detailed information; not diagnostic; may be 

difficult for scorers to decide on one overall score.

http://assessment.aa.ufl.edu/Data/Sites/22/media/slo/writing_effective_rubrics_guide_v2.pdf
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RUBRIC IN BLACKBOARD

Where?

Help: https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Grade/Rubrics

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Grade/Rubrics
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GUIDELINES FOR MAKING A RUBRIC

Use Descriptive Language

• avoid words like "good" or "excellent"

Use Parallel Language

• make sure that the rubric can be easily read from left to right

Share the Rubric with Your Students

• If students and stakeholders use a rubric, they will understand the expectations and 

their relevancy to learning



BB@ST / GIVE FEEDBACK IN AN EASY AND CONSISTENT 

WAY WITH RUBRICS

HENRIK OLSEN

14 AUGUST 2017 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
AARHUS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

LINKS ABOUT RUBRICS

Should You Be Using Rubrics? (By: Maryellen Weimer, PhD)

• https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-and-learning/should-you-be-using-

rubrics/

Blackboard Help

• https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Grade/Rubrics

Writing Effective Rubrics Guide

• http://assessment.aa.ufl.edu/Data/Sites/22/media/slo/writing_effective_rubrics_guid

e_v2.pdf

University of Colorado Denver: Creating a Rubric

• http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-

development/Documents/Tutorials/Rubrics/index.htm

https://www.facultyfocus.com/author/maryellen-weimer-phd/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-and-learning/should-you-be-using-rubrics/
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Grade/Rubrics
http://assessment.aa.ufl.edu/Data/Sites/22/media/slo/writing_effective_rubrics_guide_v2.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/Documents/Tutorials/Rubrics/index.htm
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QUESTIONS?

Are rubrics easy to make?

Do your students read and follow the rubrics?

What do students say about rubrics?

What do Teaching Assistents say about rubrics?
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